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Acute hepatitis panel HAVAB IgM and The IgM antibodies for HAV and HBV core must be specified.
(symptomatic patient)* HBsAg and

IgM anti-HBc and
Anti-HCV

Chronic HBV infection* HBsAg and Anti-HBs HBsAg and anti-HBc (the total core antibody) will be positive; anti-
HBs will be negative (if done, IgM anti-HBc should be negative).  A
patient who has a positive HBsAg result on 2 tests at least 6 months
apart is also considered to be chronically infected.

Immunity due to previous HAVAB In an asymptomatic patient, a positive HAVAB, which measures both
HAV infection IgG and IgM, can be considered as evidence of immunity.  The IgM

must be requested separately if acute infection is suspected—see
acute hepatitis panel above.

Immunity due to previous Anti-HBc This is the single best test for determining previous infection with
HBV infection HBV; however, HBsAg should also be done to determine if the

patient is chronically infected.

Immunity due to HAV There are no commercial tests for this purpose.  Post-vaccine testing
vaccination is not recommended.

Immunity due to HBV Anti-HBs This test is best done within 1-3 months following completion of the
vaccination vaccine series because the level of antibody falls over time and may

become undetectable even in individuals who responded to the
vaccine and are still protected years later. If no pre-vaccination
screening was done and the patient does not develop a response to
the vaccine series, consider testing for chronic infection.
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�

*Consider testing for hepatitis Delta (HDV) if the patient
has severe or progressive liver disease and is HBsAg
positive.  HDV infection can be acquired either as a co-
infection with HBV or as a superinfection of persons with
chronic HBV infection.
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Hepatitis A virus (HAV)

HAVAB: Total antibody to hepatitis A virus,
includes IgG and IgM

HAVAB IgM: IgM antibody to hepatitis A virus

Hepatitis B virus (HBV)
HBsAg: Hepatitis B surface antigen

Anti-HBc: Total antibody to hepatitis B virus,
includes IgG and IgM

IgM anti-HBc: IgM antibody to hepatitis B virus core
Anti-HBs: Antibody to hepatitis B surface antigen

Hepatitis C virus (HCV)
Anti-HCV: Antibody to hepatitis C virus
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